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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Peyote And Other Psychoactive Cacti is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The book is a comprehensive well made publication dealing mostly with the use of 
peyote and a number of other mescaline-producing cacti for spiritual and entheogenic 
purposes, and the cultivation of such cacti for this end. The latter part of the book 
deals in significant detail with the extraction of mescaline from the cacti, and is clearly 
intended as a reference for persons intending to manufacture mescaline either for their 
own use or for supply to others. 

Mescaline is listed as a Class A Controlled Drug in the Misuse of Drugs Act 1975 (MD 
Act), and as such the manufacture, possession and use of this substance is an offence 
under that Act. Peyote is a "prohibited plant" in terms of the MD Act, which means that 
it is an offence to cultivate the plant, or to possess any seed or fruit of that plant. 

Overall the extent and degree to which the book promotes and encourages the 
cultivation, manufacture, possession and/or use of substances prohibited under the 
MD Act is such that the availability of the book is considered likely to be injurious to the 
public good. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 has been considered in relation to this 
publication. The publication is considered to promote and encourage a criminal act to 
such an extent and degree as to render the publication objectionable. As such, a 
classification of objectionable is considered to be the minimum interference with 
freedom of expression consistent with preventing this likely injury, and can thus be 
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. 
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